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so high a quarter, it must not be supposed that Steven-
son's writing as yet brought in any very extravagant
payment. His professional income for this year, in
fact, was exactly the same as that which he had
averaged for the three years preceding, and amounted
to .less than four hundred pounds. Nor were
his receipts materially increased before he reached
America.

A subject much in his thoughts at this time was the
duality of man's nature and the alternation cf good and
evil; and he was for a long while casting about for a
story to embody this central idea. Out of this frame
of mind had come the sombre imagination of " Mark-
heim," but that was not what he required. The true
story still delayed, till suddenly one night he had a
dream. He awoke, and found himself in possession of
two, or rather three, of the scenes in the Strange Case
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

Its waking existence, however, was by no means
without incident He dreamed these scenes in consid-
erable detail, including the circumstance of the trans-
forming powders, and so vivid was the impression that
he wrote the story off at a red heat, just as it had pre-
sented itself to him in his sleep.

" In the small hours of one morning," says Mrs. Ste-
venson, " I was awakened by cries of horror from Louis.
Thinking he had a nightmare, I awakened him. He
said angrily: ' Why did you wake me ? I was dreaming
a fine bogey tale/ I had awakened him at the first
transformation scene."

Mr. Osbourne writes: " I don't believe that there was
ever such a literary feat before as the writing of Dr.
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